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From The Editors

There is a new front door at our house and we
really enjoy it because two thirds of it is glass
which allows in lots more light and makes the
entry brighter and safer. It is also intriguing to
see the flickering colours of the passing
parade of people and vehicles through the
many prisms in this new window.

A young roaring Lion who came to visit us
the other day (well, it was Hallowe’en after
all) said, I like your door, but I can’t see in!”
I guess for a home-owner that’s a good thing
and a protection, because of the design and
structure of the window, but it also made me
think of the verse in 1 Corinthians 13.12,
about “seeing through a glass darkly.” Once
our door is opened we can have face-to-face
encounters. When the door is closed, we are
the ones who decide whether or not to open it
to friends and strangers and maybe even to
Jesus, too, when He asks to come into our
lives.

In this new door I find other imagery of the
faith at this time of year. It has to do with
light and prisms. We know Christ to be the
Light of the World; and as daylight hours
decrease, we rightly look for as much light as
we can find. We enjoy the coloured lights of
city streets and decorated homes. During
Advent we increase the candle power weekly
in the Advent wreath until we light the Christ
candle on December 24, and then we
remember and celebrate during the seasons
of Christmas and Epiphany the wonderful gift
we have been given in the baby Jesus. As far
as the prisms are concerned, beams of
sunlight are broken into beautiful bands of
rainbow colours when they pass through
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them. We may wish to think of the pure light
of Christ which bathes and permeates our
lives, and appreciate that we who can only
claim to be a small part of this great wonder,
can shine our part of the rainbow colour by
using our gifts with everyone else in this
community, and together it will “Shine forth”
as the white light of Christ.

Heather Bivtles
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From the Rector’s Desk

Maintenance is a good
thing. Maintenance
keeps our building up, it
keeps our bills paid, and
it keeps our walkways
clear of snow and our
floors clean. We even
have ministries in our
church that are
maintenance ministries,
led by people who care
for us by caring for our building and our
finances.

The Reverend
Preston Parsons

Maintenance may be a good way to keep us
functioning, but when it comes to being the
church — remember that the church is not a

building, but is instead the people of God -
maintenance is not a very good model.

And why is that? Well, because being a
church in maintenance mode is a way of
keeping things alive, but just barely. And
though this might make things feel the stable,
because things feel the same, growth comes
with imagination. And imagination means
thinking about how things could be, rather
than how things are.

God is a God who is missional. God is in the
habit of sending. God sends his Son Jesus
into the world to gather disciples. The
gathering of the disciples is not for the
disciples only, but so that the world may
believe in the God who sends his own son
(John 17:21, NRSV). God also sends the
Holy Spirit to the disciples, so that the
disciples themselves may be sent to be
witnesses "to the ends of the earth™ (Acts
1:8). So, this mission that God takes upon
Himself, the mission of being sent into the
world, is the mission that God gives his
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disciples. God sends Jesus for the sake of the
world; God sends his Holy Spirit for the sake
of the world; and God sends us, too for the
sake of the world.

I would like us to continue becoming a
church that is moving from maintenance into
mission. There are cold, hungry, and thirsty
people in our world, and as we care for and
welcome the stranger, we are recognized as
Jesus' disciples. We send clothing, through
the Thelma Wynne Society, to clothe people
whose children do not have enough clothing.
We send food to St. Matthew's Maryland,
where the hungry are fed. We will again, this
Christmas, send food hampers to people who
need food. We are part of a mission to Sage
Creek, a mission to a neighbourhood that has
no church, where we will begin to welcome
the stranger into the relationship with the God
of grace, mercy, and love.

These initiatives are all good. We should
keep doing all these things. But we can do
more, becoming a church even more
concerned for those who we don't know,
especially in our neighbourhood, a
neighbourhood where about thirty percent of
our neighbours have no religious affiliation at
all. They are hungry and thirsty too, and we
have the spiritual food and drink that God
calls us to provide for them. God is at work
in our neighbourhood, through us, so let's
celebrate that with a joyful response!

I invite you to imagine how we can continue
to grow into and become a missional church,
a people of God participating in God's own
mission to the world, the mission that God is
already up to in the world: the mission to
bring people into relationship with Him.

Preston—+
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Deacon’s Corner

There has been a
diversity of activity for
me this fall. The event
that took much of my
attention was the

| Restorative Justice
workshop, held at St.
Benedict’s Retreat and
Conference Center from
October 21" 23. It was
lead by Elder Art
Shofley, who has had much experience in
facilitating RJ circles, as well as training
many others in leading such circles. The
workshop was well attended, and we were
fortunate in having two Winnipeg police
officers, and an RCMP constable in
attendance. It was well worth the time to
learn more about restorative justice circles,
and | came away feeling equipped with some
knowledge in facilitating.

The Reverend Deacon
Dayle Michaud

On October 4 there was a restorative justice
information day held at Holy Trinity
Anglican Church. Art spent time in teaching
about RJ circles, and those in attendance had
the chance to do some role play while sitting
in a circle, or to observe the same in an outer
circle. It was a valuable opportunity to learn
the way in which a restorative justice circle
functions, and to learn more about why
restorative justice circles can be an alternative
way to resolve justice issues, rather than
having to take those issues through the court
system.

On September 26 | attended a diaconal meeting
at Diocesan Center. We were joined by Jack
Risk, and spent time speaking individually on
the diaconate, the diaconal course taken last
winter, where each new deacon is and has
been involved since ordination, and where the
newly formed group “NOD” (Network of
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Deacons) will go from here.

There was a Justice, Peace and Creation
Meeting held at St. Matthews on September
30. Jack Risk, our Mission Developer, has
arranged these meetings in order to create an
awareness of what parishes are doing with
regard to mission outreach, and to establish
new outlets for mission within parishes that
may not be mission oriented. It was the
second time | attended a JPC meeting. It is
hoped that those who are part of the team will
begin to bring a new understanding and
awareness of the needs outside of our church
buildings, and to make known the most
crucial issues being faced by those in our own
communities, through poverty, environment,
health and other circumstances.

There was a special evening of healing held at
St. Mary Magdalene on October 6 for Ray
Nembhard. Ray left for Ottawa shortly
afterward to have surgery in order to receive a
cochlear implant. The gathering was well
attended, and there was strong evidence of the
caring, love, concern, and support for Ray in
the community. Ray returned to Winnipeg on
October 22, and is recuperating well at home.

A pot luck gathering was held at St. Mary
Magdalene on October 16 to continue
conversation about church planting in Sage
Creek. Bishop Donald Phillips was in
attendance, and well as Larry Ulrich, assistant
to the Lutheran Bishop. It was good to have
answers to some of the questions about
ownership of the land in the Sage Creek area,
and about how much time there is available to
us before there might actually be a church
building erected in the new development,
which is the decided and approved outcome
of those who are committed to prayer,
discernment and action in this endeavour.

Dagte+
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From the Wardens

The Wardens and Vestry have attended to the
operation of our building and the regular
aspects of maintaining the fabric and function
of it during the past months.

At the beginning of October a very joyful
time was shared with our Diocesan Bishop
and representatives of the groups who use our
facilities to celebrate the use of our renovated
space.

Our September Vestry meeting began with a
tour or “Prayer Walk” around the grounds and
throughout the building. Prayers were offered
by each member of vestry for the blessing of
all who use the space and all the ministries we
engage in.

The clergy and synod delegates attended one
pre Synod meeting and the 104™ Synod of the
Diocese of Rupert’s Land, November 6 - 8.
The Rev’d Preston Parsons and William
Regehr were elected to serve on Diocesan
Council for the next two years.

Canadian Church Calendars for 2009 are now
being sold, and preparations for Christmas
Hampers and Christmas Cheer for St.
Matthew’s-Maryland Community Ministry
are underway. We encourage you to
participate as you are able.

Thanks are due to Jane Barter Moulaison
for her leadership in arranging Adult
Education events this fall. We also thank
Marla Benjamin for her leadership in the
newly launched PALs Program which
encourages our youth and elders in caring and
sharing. Thank you to the Rector and his
team for their leadership re Consecration
Sunday, and we also thank The Rev’d Dave
Saune from Faith Lutheran Church who has
walked with us on this journey. It has been a
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very helpful and beneficial exercise to review
our stewardship together and to make our
personal commitment to this.

While Tannis Webster has been away,
Margaret Jones has been our parish
communications person and we thank her for
a job well done.

Please note all the service times of Advent
and the Christmas season and mark your
calendars (see Parish Calendar on the back

page).

We are grateful to the many individuals who
make coffee and offer hospitality for our
various gatherings. It is a tremendously
important ministry, quietly done and often
unsung, but greatly appreciated.

Our Annual General Meeting will soon be
upon us, and we ask you to consider if the
Lord is leading you to serve on vestry or be a
Synod Delegate. Please speak to a member of
the Nominating Committee (Margaret
Jones, Theresa Hunt, Heather Birtles) or a
member of the Corporation, if you feel this is
SO.

Whether you celebrate Christmas this year
quietly or noisily, at home or abroad, we offer
you our best wishes for a blessed and
memorable time.

BLL Regehr, Alan Forvest § Heather Blrtles

Deadline: The deadline for submission for
the Lent/Easter issue of Magdala News will
be February 15, 2009. Submissions
received after the deadline will not be
included in the current issue but will be
considered for the next issue.
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Companions on the

Faith Journey

Dave Regehr
by Heather Birtles

The family name “Regehr” is familiar to us
and in this case we are talking about Dave,
who lives in British Columbia and who
always has his father Bill’s interests at heart.
Dave knows all about us “long distance” and
has journeyed with us through the renovation
process, so the following may give you an
idea what kind of a man he is, and why his
Dad is so justly proud of him. We thank him
very much for being our companion on the
faith journey.

(The following is an extract from a report by
Kathy Mastrobuono. Alumni Affairs Officer)

“Heroic Rescue in Paradise”

It was late afternoon when Dave Regehr, a
Class of ’83 Reunion Member, was packing
up after kite-boarding, entertaining those on
the shore by maneuvering his kite board over
the big surf pushed in by the strong Caribbean
winds.

It was then that Dr. Regehr heard cries for
help coming from an area down the beach
known to have riptides (a strong flow of
surface water returning seaward from the
shore). A man called Joe and his two boys
had ventured too close and were being swept
out to sea. Without hesitation for his own
safety Dave moved swiftly to help. He
reached the older boy and told him to swim to
where he could safely touch bottom. Then he
swam to the eight-year-old and got him to
safety. “I then turned my attention to the
struggling father, who by this time had been
carried out quite a distance by the riptide. As
I reached him, | saw he had become
exhausted attempting to stay afloat and catch
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his breath in the big surf. Joe was sure he
was going to die.

Taking charge of a panicking victim is always
a risk; but in a crashing surf with no towing
buoy in a riptide, the risk goes up
exponentially. Towing Joe using a side
stroke was too slow so | decided to change
the course of action. I let Joe grab hold of
me. It proved effective but Joe became
panicked for air when bigger sets of waves
crashed over us. The attempts at more air
meant no air for me and after many of these
sets, | had to stop and reassure Joe that | was
not going to leave him out there or let him
drown. | remember thinking there was no
way | was going back to those kids without
him. | kept remembering their cries: "You’ve
got to save my dad, my dad is drowning!’

After about 20minutes, which seemed like an
eternity, we made it to shore, to the joy of the
family waiting on the beach. Overwhelmed
and teary, the kids cried out ‘I want to thank
you and God that you were out there today
because if you weren’t | wouldn’t have a
father.”” It was then Dr. Regehr realized the
impact of his actions.

He instinctively showed bravery and risked
his life to save others. His strength and
ability, gained through training for marathons
at home, allowed him to carry out this heroic
rescue. To the Class of ’83 and others at the
reunion, he became known as Super Dave.

"The most common way people
give up their power is by
thinking they don't have any.”

- Alice Walker




Magdala News

Parish News

Advent and Christmas Services

There is no better time than Christmas to
reach out to family, friends, and neighbours to
hear and celebrate Christ’s message of peace,
hope, love and joy that are at the heart of our
worship. O, come, let us adore Him!

December 18 at 7:30 p.m.

All is Calm: A Christmas Interlude
Come and join us for a “time out” while in
the midst of the Christmas rush. If you need a
quiet break, or if Christmas is a difficult time
for you for whatever reason, come and spend
a time of refection, peace and healing.

Following the trend of a “Blue Christmas” or
“When Christmas Hurts” type of service, this
will be an opportunity for people to have a
quiet meditative evening, away from the
stress of Christmas preparations.

Refreshments will follow.

December 21 at 4:00 p.m.

Advent Lessons and Carols

This service will be hosted by the children
and families at St. Mary Magdalene.

December 24 at 7:00 p.m.

Family Service and Pageant

Always a somewhat relaxed celebration, this
year’s family service marks the return of a
nativity pageant to our Christmas Eve
worship.

December 24 at 10:30 p.m.
Candlelight Eucharist

A traditional sung Eucharist. The later start
time was well received last year.

December 25
No service.
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St. Matthew’s-Maryland

Community Ministry
by Barbara Bater

Emergency Food Needed:

e Canned fish and poultry — tuna (packed in
water), salmon, chicken or turkey

e Canned fruit and vegetables (packed in

own juice)

Canned beans, chili or stew

Canned soup — lentil, pea, vegetable

Macaroni and cheese

Peanut butter

Baby food — jars of chicken, beef,

vegetables or fruit, formula with added

iron

e Feminine products

For more information, please contact

Barbara Bater.

Christmas Hampers:

There are many opportunities for the Parish of
St. Mary Magdalene to make a difference in
the lives of those in need over the Christmas
Season. New toys for newborns to teenagers
will be needed for the Christmas hampers and
St. Matthew’s-Maryland Community
Ministry. A “Toy Store” at the Community
Ministry enables parents who cannot afford
toys for their children to select toys donated
by our parish and other United and Anglican
churches free of charge. Also needed are
items suitable for a silent auction for a party
that is hosted by the Ministry. Household
items are always welcome for the auction.

Take a tag from the White Gift Tree and buy
the item written on the tag. Wrap it in white
paper, attaching the tag to the gift. These
white gifts will be blessed the morning of
December 14. Also, sign up to bring food for
the Christmas hampers from the lists posted
in the upper hall.

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

Please place your donations of toys, silent
auction items, food or white gifts in the boxes
in the coffee area by Sunday, December 14,
2008. A donation of money is also welcome.
Mark your envelope “Christmas Hampers”
and put it on the offertory plate on Sunday
morning or drop it off at the church office.

Contact Margaret Jones, 256-3832; Alan
Livingstone, 269-7913; or Barbara Bater,
257-4319.

Parish Conference

The Parish Conference will be on January
16th and 17th, on the theme of Healthy
Churches. Watch for details in the bulletin or
our online “events” page <http://www.
stmarymagdalenechurch.ca/events.htm>.

Adult Christian Education Series
by Jane Barter Moulaison

The parish of Saint Mary Magdalene is
talking theology! Last month, we kicked off
a pilot adult education project by sponsoring a
presentation and roundtable discussion on Food,
Thanksgiving and Stewardship of the Earth,
led by the Rev’d Dr. Cathy Campbell,
Rector of St. Matthew’s Anglican Church.
Cathy is well known to many of our members
through St. Matthew’s-Maryland Community
Ministry, a joint ministry of St. Matthew's
Anglican Church and Winnipeg Presbytery of
the United Church of Canada. Cathy spoke
about the connection between the Lord’s
Table and of sharing of the basic necessity of
healthy and wholesome food.

On November 20 at 7 p.m., Dennis Butcher,
community leader of L’ Arche Winnipeg,
along with some core members and assistants,
will be speaking on the work and witness of
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L’Arche. We look so forward to finding out
more about the ministry of L’ Arche homes,
intentional Christian communities in which
persons with mental disabilities and assistants
live together and grow in faith through the
daily practices of caring for one another,
breaking bread, and worshipping God.

In the new year, we have several special
guests lined up, including The Rev’d Simon
Blaikie, who will be speaking on pacifism
and the Just War tradition. We hope that you
will be able to make it out to one of our
monthly gatherings, and that you will spread
the news. Life-long learning is a special
responsibility of the Christian, and a special

joy!

Watch the bulletin for dates and times; and if
you have questions, talk to Jane Barter
Moulaison or e-mail her at

<j.barter moulai son@uwinni peg.ca>

Family Days

Does this include me??? If | don’t have
young children should | come?? Great
questions!! Family Days are about “people
who care about one another” coming together
for playful Christian fellowship. The
activities vary from time to time, but the spirit
of sharing in fun remains the same.

December 14 following the service we will be
baking and decorating cookies. The cookies
will be used to adorn our tree in the sanctuary
and for future coffee and fellowship
occasions. Whether you are a careful
decorator or love nibbling during the process,
you are welcome!

Please contact Marla Benjamin (883-2172)
so | can assure enough ingredients for all.

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

PALSs

(People about Love)
by Marla Benjamin

It is with great excitement that | am pleased to
launch the PALs program, a new initiative at
St. Mary Magdalene Church.

This past January, parents, children and
Preston gathered to discuss various aspects of
youth involvement in our church. At that
time, it was recognized that St. Mary
Magdalene has a wonderful richness of
people from many walks of life and at
different stages of life, many with a long,
solid faith history. We recognized that the
number of children attending regular worship
is a smaller number than many of us would
prefer. Rather than focusing on those who are
not among us, we are trying to strengthen the
bonds between the children attending, both
during service and outside of worship time.
Fun times have included the picnic, the
weekend at Luther Village and Family Days.

A wonderful aspect about our community life
is the opportunity for the children to relate to
adults. So many activities for children are
only with peers; e.g.; soccer, gymnastics,
dance, etc. We believe that the adults at St.
Mary Magdalene have much to offer the
children simply by having personal
relationships of sharing time, faith and taking
a special interest in their lives. In turn, the
adults may also grow and benefit through
their relationships with children. Often it is
through friends that we learn and expand our
understanding of the world around us,
whether about great golf courses or the latest
music CD.

The new initiative, PALS, is a program of
matching a child with an adult to foster a
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closer relationship. For a one-year trial
period the PALs will have the opportunity to
get to know each other better. It is about
building friendships.

New Service at River Park Gardens
by The Rev’d Deacon Dayle Michaud

October 16, St. Mary Magdalene held its first
service at River Park Gardens. The service
was very well attended, and those of us who
were there had an opportunity to tour the new
facility, and to meet the newly employed
Spiritual Director, Lynn Austin. There is
great anticipation and excitement about
future services which will be held once a
month, on the third Thursday of the month.

Memorial Fund
by Norma Edwards

Donations to the Memorial Fund are greatly
appreciated, and may be made at any time.
They may be donated for a specific purpose,
such as in lieu of flowers in memory of
someone, as a bequest in a parishioner's will,
or in the form of a regular tax deduction.
These donations help with the ongoing
maintenance of the building, or with specific
projects.

The Memorial and Pet Memorial Boards, on
the rear wall of the church, are available for
memorial plates, installed at a cost of $20
each, at any time.

Information re Donations is recorded in our
Memorial Book, and a plate for the Memorial
Board will be engraved with pertinent
information regarding the person in whose
memory the donation was made.

(Continued on page 10)



Advent/Christmas 2008

(Continued from page 9)

Donated bibles should remain in the pews for
use during the service. They are available at
$20 each, and are acknowledged by a printed
bookplate in each bible. The bookplates may
be as a "Memorial™ or "In Thanksgiving"
from the donor.

To make a donation, talk to Norma Edwards
(256-7292).
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Christmas Cran-Raspberry Punch
by Marguerite Pernitsky

Place 1/3 bag Ice in a punch bowl.
Add 1 can frozen Cranberry juice

1 can frozen Pink lemonade

1 can frozen Lemonade

1 can frozen Orange juice

1 1/2 Litres Ginger Ale

1/2 package frozen Raspberries.
Stir well and serve. Enjoy!

Parish Leadership -

Contact Information

Rector’s Warden Bill Regehr* 257-3714
Deputy Rector’s Warden Heather Birtles 255-8128
People’s Warden Alan Forrest* 256-3471
Deputy People’s Warden Vacant

Vestry/*Synod Delegates
Heather Birtles 255-8128 Margaret Jones* 256-3832
Josie Cantafio 256-0452 Christina Okwumabua 256-0016
Doreen Giesbrecht | 256-1668 Marguerite Pernitsky 256-4867
John Haitsma 261-8236 Tannis Webster* 237-6081
Theresa Hunt 255-0187

Around the Diocese

Lessons and Carols

All Saints, Broadway and Osborne
Sunday, November 30 at 4:30 pm, All Saints
Anglican Church will present their 56th
Advent Procession with Carols. A tradition
in the parish which has become a “must see
and hear” for many. Throughout this service
the choir moves from west to east, from
“darkness” to “light.” You will experience a
vivid presentation in word and song of the
Coming of our Lord. Come and help us
celebrate 125 years of Ministry and Music.

St. Peter’s, Dynevor

The annual candlelight carol services held at
the historic “old stone church” at St. Peter’s
Dynevor (just north of Selkirk) will take place
on December 5 at 7:30, December 6 at 2:30,
and December 7 at 4:30. For information,
call 885-5110, 785-2967, or 482-3310.

A Red River Celebration

Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols set in
Red River Settlement, December 7, 7:30 at

St. John’s Cathedral, 135 Anderson Avenue.

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*
Peace starts with a smile.
*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*

-10 -



Magdala News

(Continued from page 10)

Advent Quiet Day

Advent Quiet Day will be held November 29
from 9:00 am - 4:00 pm at St. John’s
Cathedral, 135 Anderson Avenue, led by The
Rev’d Dr. Brad Elliott. Lunch is provided;
suggested donation is $15. Co sponsored by
the Dean and the Cathedral Chapter, The
Anglican Fellowship of Prayer and the
Associates of the Sisterhood of St. John the
Divine. Please register by calling 586-8385.

Ecumenical Service for HIVV/AIDS

All are welcome to attend this innovative and
moving service hosted by the Primate's World
Relief and Development Fund Committee at
St Luke’s, 130 Nassau Street N. on December 2
7:30 pm (World AIDS day is December 1).

PWRDF 50th Anniversary Celebration

December 7 at 3:00 pm, St. Luke’s.

Trinity Institute Conference

January 21 - 23, 2009, St. John’s Cathedral,
135 Anderson Avenue will again host a partner
site for the annual conference from Trinity
Wall Street (New York) via webcast. Dean
Bob Osborne is quoted on the website
<http://www.stjohnscathedral.ca/Trinity09/
trinity09.html>: *“As a Trinity Institute
partner, we are able to bring, via the web,
world-class speakers to our community and
enhance our parish’s educational offerings.
This annual webcast has become a highlight
event in our diocese.” This year’s theme is
Radical Abundance: A Theology of
Sustainability. For details see the website
and/or call 586-8385.
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And in Other News . ..

PWRDF in the World:

A Good News Story
by Marilyn Jackson

In the midst of gloom and doom in uncertain
financial times the PWRDF is a good news
story for the Anglican Church of Canada.
Since 1958 Anglicans have raised more than
$88 million to support the work of PWRDF
believing we can share in the creation of a
more just and peaceful world.

On October 18, 2008 Cheryl Curtis, Executive
Director of PWRDF from the National Office
was in Winnipeg to join with Susan Roe-Finlay,
Rupert’s Land Partner and Bishop Donald
Phillips to launch the 50th anniversary
celebration of PWRDF. Susan documented
the work past and present of PWRDF in
Rupert’s Land. It was an impressive list of
work that has been achieved.

Cheryl spoke of the evolution of PWRDF that
began with the Springhill “Bump”. In
Springhill, Nova Scotia on October 23, 1958,
an underground explosion trapped 174 men in
a coal mine. 75 men died as a result. The
tragedy moved Anglicans and other Canadians
to respond with assistance for the stricken
families and community. As a result the church
recognized the need for an efficient way to
direct assistance quickly in emergency
situations. On June 7, 1959, Primates World
Relief was created. Soon “Development” was
added to PWR indicating that long- term
development needs were connected to the
suffering caused by the disasters. Ever since
then PWRDF has been responding to major
disasters around the world.

PWRDF undertakes its work through

(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 11)

partnerships. We do not send personnel to the
areas which experience disasters; we work
through partnerships around the world.

For the next 20 months until General Synod
meets, PWRDF intends to celebrate, create
awareness, fund raise and educate people
(CAFE) of their achievements, goals and
aspirations of the past, present and future. An
important initiative will be the 50+ program,
which includes facilitating sponsorship of 50
refugee families under Canada’s unique
Private Sponsorship of Refuges Program.

Awareness of the work will be achieved
through the anniversary calendar, bulletin
covers, press kits, and regional meetings. It
was amazing to learn that only 30 % of
Anglicans are aware of good works of PWRDF.

As we celebrate these 50 years PWRDF
reflects and looks to the future to bring new
inspirations in a unique Anglican way to a
world fraught with crisis after crisis as a
result of disasters.

Anglicans across Canada are asked to
continue to make a difference by “joining
hands and working together in faith to help
inspire hope” to change lives, change
communities and thus change the world.

From Barbados with Love

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, greetings
from Barbados! It was such a privilege and a
pleasure to see so many of you during my
recent visit to Winnipeg. After almost 7 years
it was indeed great to be “home” again, and
for me nothing says home like St. Mary Mag.
I have kept and carried so many wonderful
thoughts and memories with me, that even
though I am not there physically, | am never
really far away. One of my many talking

Magdala News

points about my church community is its
warmth and hospitality. It was so good to see
that though change is inevitable and is evident
these qualities are still alive and well at St.
Mary Mag.

While on the subject of change — kudos to Bill
Regher and his team for the transformation that
has taken place — thanks for taking the time to
show be around Bill. The space is both
functional and aesthetically pleasing. | pray
that it will be put to good use.

Often it seems that there is never enough time
to do all the things that we plan to and this
trip was no exception. As a result I didn’t
have as much “quantity” time with you, but I
am very grateful for the time that we did
share. Shawn’s selection of music was like a
breath of fresh air and brought back fond
memories of the “The Sisters”! This made
the worship even more special. | was
especially happy to be able to share the
experience with my husband Philip. He
thoroughly enjoyed his visit and we are both
looking forward to the next time.

Summer gave way to Autumn, and | suspect
the first snow fall has already come (much
too quickly), a hint that Winter and Christmas
are just around the corner. As we approach
the beginning of our church year, | pray that
we will use this time as a period of reflection
and to thank God for all his wonderful
blessings and for keeping us in his care. |
pray too that Advent will be a time of
preparation for us, a time for looking forward
in faith to whatever awaits us in the year
ahead, and especially to the second coming of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

May God grant you the Hope, Peace, Joy, and
Love of the season, and a blessed and Merry
Christmas. With love and best wishes,

Hazel
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Advent/Christmas 2008 Magdala News
Parish Calendar
December 2008 - March 2009
December 2008 January 2009 February 2009 March 2009
7 Advent 2
1 New Year's Day 1 4" after Epiphany 1 1% in Lent

9 Vista Park 2:30 pm
14 Advent 3
Family Days — Cookie nd
Baking & Decorating 42 Sunday after 8 5" after Epiphany 8 2"in Lent

12 -3 pm

Christmas

16 Vital Seniors
Christmas lunch
noon — 1:15 pm

Vestry meeting 7 pm

6 The Epiphany of the
Lord

10 Vista Park 2:30 pm

10 Vista Park 2:30 pm

18 River Park 2:30 pm

Allis Calm 7:30 pm

11 1* after Epiphany
The Baptism of the Lord

15 6™ after Epiphany

15 3"in Lent

20 Mov It Christmas
Windup Concert
4 —-6:30 pm

13 Vista Park 2:30 pm

19 River Park 2:30 pm

21 Advent 4
Lessons and Carols
Service 4 pm

15 River Park 2:30 pm

19 River Park 2:30 pm

22 4" in Lent

24 Christmas Eve
Nativity of the Lord
Family Service 7 pm
Candlelight Eucharist
10:30 pm

18 2" after Epiphany
Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity begins

22 Last Sunday after
Epiphany
Transfiguration Sunday

27 Catherine Place 2 pm

25 Christmas Day
(no service)

23 Catherine Place 2 pm

24 Vital Seniors lunch
noon — 1:15 pm
Vestry Meeting 7 pm

29 5"in Lent

26 Boxing Day
Catherine Place 2 pm

25 3" after Epiphany

25 Ash Wednesday

31 Vital Seniors lunch
noon — 1:15 pm

Vestry Meeting 7 pm

28 1% after Christmas

27 Vital Seniors lunch
noon — 1:15 pm

Vestry Meeting 7 pm

27 Catherine Place 2 pm

Wednesday

Bible Study

12:00 pm

Saturday

Bible Study

10:00 am

Deadline for next issue is February 15, 2009
253-0555 Office

256-6893 Fax & Hall
stmary@mts.net e-Mail
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